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St. Petersburg Sailing Association

23rd Annual Couples Race

May 8, 2010
Sailing Instructions

1. Rules:

The SPSA Couples Race shall be governed by the current Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS), the Prescriptions of US Sailing, the Sailing Instructions and any amendments contained therein.  Any competitor who throws any refuse overboard is subject to disqualification by the race committee. RRS 44.2 is modified so that one 360˚ turn satisfies the rule.
2. Eligibility:

This event is open to any single-hulled or multi-hulled sailboat eligible for a West Florida PHRF (WFPHRF) rating and to one design boats.  Crew must be “him and her”.

3. Equipment:

All boats shall carry U.S. Coast Guard requirements or better.

4. Classes and Divisions:

There will be spinnaker and non-spinnaker divisions. Classes will be divided according to the number of entries in each division.  Spinnaker and Non-Spinnaker boats may be combined if there are less than 5 entries in a class.  If combined, non-spinnaker boats will be given a 20 second adjustment on their rating so as to encourage competition.  One design class requires a minimum of 5 entries.

5. Schedule of Events:

Saturday 5/08/10     1555           First Warning

                                 Awards Party immediately following the race
 at the Sailing Center
       
6. Start Area:

The start area will be in Tampa Bay, in the vicinity of and approximately 1/2 mile East of the Pier.
7. Courses:

One design class will sail Windward/Leewards.  Race Committee will post the number of legs.  Spinnaker/Non-Spinnaker will sail an SPSA course.  See attached chart.

8. Check In:

All boats must check in and be acknowledged at the rear of the Race Committee boat on a starboard tack, announcing sail number, boat name and division.

9. Starting order:

The “L” flag will be displayed before the first warning and may be displayed before additional warnings.

The “L” flag will be lowered (with 1 sound) one minute before the warning.

First warning 1555

1600
First  start   
Spinnaker/Non-Spinnaker
Class flag signified SPSA class flag

1605
Second start      One Design


Class flag signified by International pennant “1”

10. Start:

The start will be between an orange flag on the race committee boat and a drop mark or a navigational aid. 

11. Recalls:

11.2 Individual recall – A premature starter shall be signaled by the race committee displaying the code flag “X”.  While the race committee shall endeavor to hail, on channel 72, any boat that is OCS, failure to send or receive such hail shall not be grounds for redress.

11.3 General recall - Code flag “First Substitute” shall be displayed.  Subsequent classes shall start at their scheduled time.  The recalled class shall start after the last scheduled class or a previously recalled class.

12. Communication:

The race committee will monitor and communicate on VHF channel 72.

13. Abandonment:

13.1 The race shall not be started if a severe weather warning is in effect or if the sustained wind exceeds 25 knots. 

13.2 Any vessel retiring from the race must notify the race committee as to their intent. The race committee will monitor VHF Channel 72.

14. Finish: The finish will be between an orange flag on the race committee boat and a mark of the course.  Shortened course will be signified by flag “S”.

15. Protests:

Protests shall be made in accordance with Rule 61.1.  The completed protest form shall be delivered to the race committee within one hour of the RC boat docking. The protest will be heard as soon as possible within SEVEN days of the filing of the protest.

16. Scoring:

The Low Point System will apply.  Scoring will use the “Time on Time” method.

17. Awards:

The number of trophies will be based on the number of entries for each division:




Entries   
Trophies




1-3

1st place




4

1st and 2nd place




5+

1st, 2nd and 3rd place

Overall fleet winner in Spinnaker/Non-Spinnaker Division.

18. Party:


The Awards party will be held at the Sailing Center immediately following the race.
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