
 

 

 

8th Annual St. Petersburg Classic Regatta 

2017 SAILING INSTRUCTIONS  

Organized by the St. Petersburg Sailing Association 

Co-hosted by the St. Petersburg Yacht Club 

 

1.       Rules 

 This regatta shall be governed by current Racing Rules of Sailing (RRS) and prescriptions. 

 The WFPHRF rating system will also apply, except for the Classic Fun Division. 

   

2.       Eligibility   

Open to any self-righting sailboat built before 1997.  Current WFPHRF ratings will be used for 

scoring. An appropriate rating will be assigned by the organizing authority for a boat that does not 

having a current WFPHRF rating. 

  

3.       Notice to Competitors  

Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board located inside the St.    

Petersburg Yacht Club on Friday evening, January 8th, 2016, during registration and in the St. 

Petersburg Sailing Center prior to and subsequent to the Competitor’s Meeting. 

 

4.       Changes to Sailing Instructions 

         Any change of sailing instructions will be posted before 8:30 AM, January 27th, 2017. Additionally, 

on the water, changes to Sailing Instructions will be broadcast over channel 72.  

 



 

 

5.       Signals Made Ashore 

Signals made ashore will be displayed on the flagstaff at the St. Petersburg Sailing Center 

 

6.       Schedule of Race 

6.1 One Race for each division is scheduled. 

6.2      The time for the warning signal for the first division to start is 11:00 AM, January 28th, 2017. 

  

7.       Divisions 

Class flags and start order will be confirmed at the competitor’s meeting and broadcast before the 

start. 

Probable divisions include Spinnaker, Non-Spinnaker, Cruising and Fun Classes  

Class Flags: 

 A: Spinnaker-   Red (more like pink so as to not cause confusion with RRS ‘B’ flag. 

 B: Non-spinnaker -  Blue  

 C: Cruiser - A  White  

      Cruiser-  B                 White and silver 

 D: Fun -   Green 

Streamers of the appropriate color will be issued at registration. Preferable place to place is the back 

stay. If no backstay, find a place aft to tie the streamer so the RC can see it. 

8       Racing Area and course  

The race area will be in Tampa Bay, starting approximately one half mile east of the entrance to 

the St. Petersburg Municipal Marina.  The course will utilize government marks (see attachment 

1). The actual course to be sailed will be revealed at the Competitor’s Meeting and announced on 

Channel 72.   

 
9      The Start 

9.1    Races will be started by using rule 26 with the warning signal given 5 minutes prior to each start. 

9.2    The committee boat will fly an orange flag.  The start line is from that flag staff to the course side 

of an orange float to the port side of the committee boat.  

9.3 The start of one class is the five minute signal for the next class. (Rolling starts.)            



 

 

9.4    Before the first warning signal is sounded, each vessel shall check in with the Race 

Committee by passing behind the stern of the committee boat on starboard tack and 

hailing the vessel’s name, sail number and class.   

9.5    Boats whose warning signal has not been made shall please avoid the starting area. 

 

10     The Finish    

The finish line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the race committee boat and a 

float to the north side of the race committee boat. This boat will be anchored within a half mile of 

the entrance to the St. Petersburg Municipal Marina. 

 

11    Shortened Race after the Start 

The Race Committee may shorten the course as prescribed by RRS 32.  If the course is 

shortened, the Committee Boat will be moved and the finish line shall then be between the staff of 

the “S” flag on a Committee Boat and a mark of the course rounded normally. 

 

12  All Changes and “on the water” instructions will also be given over Channel 72.       

Monitor at all times. The RC will be liberal in communicating to all competitors. 

Almost every year somebody accidentally keys their VHF microphone and leaves it on. 

This is annoying and could be a safety concern to other boats.                                                  

This will elicit a scowl from the RC. 

 

13    Time Limits 

Boats failing to finish within four (4) hours from their start time will be scored Did Not Finish 

(DNF).  This changes rules 35 and A4.   

 

14    Safety Regulations 

Any boat that retires from the race must notify the race committee as soon as possible. Ch 72 

 

15    Scoring 

The scoring system for the Spinnaker, Non Spinnaker and Cruising classes will be Time on 

distance, using WFPHRF ratings.                                                                                                 

The FUN class is not a race, but is a celebration of sailing our Classic boats.  



 

 

16     Protests and Requests for Redress are accepted if really, really necessary 

16.1 A boat intending to protest an incident that occurs during the race shall as soon as practical after 

finishing, notify the race committee finish boat of their intention, state the sail number(s) of the 

boat(s) being protested and await acknowledgment.  This changes RRS 61.1 

16.2 Protest forms will be available in the Sailing Center on the Official Board. 

16.3   Protest forms must be completed and delivered to a race committee representative at the St. 

Petersburg Sailing Center within (30) thirty minutes of the posted docking time of the Race 

Committee finishing boat. 

 

17     Official Race Committee Boat 

The RC boat will be described at the Competitor’s Meeting 

 

18     Prizes 

Prizes will be awarded for Divisions, Classes and any other unique reason. 

The award ceremony will be at St. Petersburg Yacht Club during the dinner at about 6:00 PM 

Saturday evening. 

19    Disclaimer or Liability 

Competitors and support staff participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk.  See Rule 

4, Decision to Race.  The organizing authorities will not accept any liability for material 

damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or 

after the event.

 ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 


